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Parish Support 
2024 Diocesan Ministry Appeal Grant Guidelines 

Appeal Grants Mission 
The Diocesan Ministry Appeal Grants for Parish Support is an act by the Bishop, in his duties as Shepherd of the 
Diocese, to promote and to safeguard the unity of faith and the discipline common to the whole Church, to 
instruct the faithful to love the whole Mystical Body of Christ and to promote activity of the Church, especially 
that the faith may increase and the light of full truth appear to all. The Appeal works with parishes to fund 
educational, pastoral, and charitable programs, in so far as it is able, by careful discernment of these apostolates 
and initiatives.  

Purpose 
Grow and strengthen ministries and programs in diocesan parishes through the support of: 

• Outreach Programs (i.e., Evangelization Ministry, catechesis events, discipleship, youth programs, etc.)
• Retreats
• Materials and other resources needed to support parish ministries

o May include building or infrastructure maintenance if directly tied to a parish ministry.
Ineligible for Funding 
The following are ineligible for funding from the parish support grant: 

- Debt payments
- School operating expenses (there is a separate application for School Support grants)
- School tuition assistance (this is funded in a different distribution)

Eligibility 
All parishes may apply for funding once per year. Grants will be considered based on conditions to include: 

- Parish met their Annual Appeal goal the previous year; is on track to meet goal for current fiscal year
- Parish is current on any outstanding loans/payments to the diocese
- Parish is current in their accounts payable to the Diocese

Application Requirements: 
- Parish provides a proposed budget for the upcoming fiscal year
- Parish provides budgets or cost estimates for the purposes outlined in their grant application
- Parish provides a grant application that is complete in its entirety, including all signatures

Grant Sizes/Structures 
Grants are structured based on the amount of funding the Annual Appeal receives in a given year. The Advisory 
Committee will determine which parishes will receive a grant based on their application and amount of funding 
available from appeal collections. Some grants may be awarded in whole, or in part, of the requested amount. 

Appeal Advisory Committee 
The Appeal Advisory Committee consists of priests and lay parish representatives from all Deaneries in the 
Diocese. Committee members are asked to serve a two-year term. The current Committee’s term expires at the end 
of 2025. Members are eligible to serve an additional term.  

To Apply for a Grant 
Parishes may submit applications via email and are asked to please combine the entire application in a single PDF 
attachment. 

Deadlines 
Applications are accepted year-round but must be received no later than May 31, 2024, to be considered. 
*If you have a question about any part of the application process, please contact Jennifer Bernal prior to the 
submission deadline.

JBernal
Highlight



Updated: July 17, 2023 

Office Use Only 

Date Received _____________________ 

Amount Requested ________________ 

Amount Approved _________________ 

FY24 Appeal Parish Support Grant Application 

Parish Name/City_______________________________________________________________________ 

Name of person submitting the application___________________________________________________ 

Total Amount Requested $ ______________________  

 Please check here if this grant will support two or more parishes. If so, please indicate the other parishes: 
Parish/City 

Parish/City 

Debt payments and school support expenses are not eligible for a parish support grant. There is a separate application for 
School Support Grants.  

Examples of eligible parish expenses include new program salaries, retreats, outreach programs, materials and other 
resources needed to support parish ministries, and infrastructure maintenance or building projects that are directly tied to a 
parish ministry and fall within the ordinary administration of a parish. Please do not ask for or anticipate multi-year funding. 
We require a new application and updated budget information each year.  

With these guidelines in mind, please briefly identify the purposes for a Parish Support Grant in the space below: 

The following information and items must accompany the application form: 

1. Grant Narrative Statement (see reverse side)
2. Supporting documentation, such as cost estimates, examples, supportive documentation or photographs.
3. Upcoming fiscal year Parish budget information.  When submitting the Parish Budget information, do not include

revenue from this grant in your anticipated revenue.

This application must be signed by the Pastor or Parochial Administrator and the Chairs of the Pastoral and Finance Councils. If 
a grant is awarded, funds will be distributed only for the need described in this application and approved by the Bishop. 

________________________________________ ______________________________ 
Pastor or Parochial Administrator  Date 

___________________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Pastoral Council Chair (Printed name and signature) Finance Council Chair (Printed name and signature) 

Please submit this application and all required documentation by May 31, 2024. 

Please send applications to: Jennifer Bernal/ 
Office of Stewardship & 
Development/jbernal@diocs.org/ 

(719)866-6459
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FY24 Appeal Parish Support Grant Application Narrative 

Please include a statement of need and describe how any DMA grant funds received will be used.  Explain how you will 
support these expenses in future years if these funds are not again awarded.  If this is a one-time-only request, please 
identify as such. Include cost estimates for each part of your total request. Please include supportive details especially 
for programing to include examples (i.e. flyers, websites, USCCB approval, etc.)  

The more details provided will help Bishop and the advisory committee with their decision process. 
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Below please find an overview of the timeline for the grant application process. Please adhere to all 
indicated deadlines. 

Appeal Parish Support Grants starting 
FY2024 IMPORTANT DATES

March 15, 2024 Office of Stewardship and Development (S&D) emails the 
Appeal Grant Application to all parishes. 

May 31, 2024 Deadline for parishes/schools to return completed 
Grant Application and all materials to Jennifer Bernal 
at jbernal@diocs.org. Parishes/Schools will not be able 
to move on to the next step of the process unless they 
submit all materials in a timely fashion. 

June 3-17, 2024 Finance Office and Stewardship and Development 
review of Grant Application.

June 18-28, 2024 Appeal Advisory Committee Grant Applications Review 

Parishes, schools, and affiliated organizations may be contacted 
by Office of Stewardship and Development if committee needs 
clarifications on any part of the grant. 

July 1-15, 2024 Final recommendations of Advisory Committee 
submitted to Bishop Golka. 

July 15-31, 2024 Notification calls/emails to all grant requesters. S&D 
Office is also available to schedule meetings to discuss 
or clarify decisions. 

August 1-31, 2024 Identified grant recipients receive awarded 
funds. 

May 31, 2025 Follow-up Impact Report due from all recipients of grant 
funds.

Thank you for the work that you do in support of the mission of 
the Church in the Diocese of Colorado Springs.  Please keep the 

Diocesan Ministry Appeal in your prayers. Your promotion of the 
Appeal through your existing communication efforts is greatly 

appreciated!
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